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Western Massachusetts contains the state’s most rural and var-
ied open spaces. The valleys of the Housatonic and Hoosic
Rivers contain rich farmland as well as dense forests and vast
fields. Combined with the region’s rich wetlands, western
Massachusetts offers a wider variety of plant life and more rare
species than almost anywhere in the state.  

The mountains, such as the Taconic Range and Yokun Ridge
and the Berkshire plateau, contain forests typical of northern
New England and are not found anywhere else in the state. It is
on these steep mountain slopes that the state’s few remaining
old growth forests are also found.  

Western Massachusetts also contains a wide array of outdoor
recreation opportunities, including skiing, whitewater rafting
and canoeing on the Deerfield and Westfield Rivers, hiking on
the Appalachian and Taconic Crest Trails, camping at many
state and private campgrounds, and swimming in the state’s
most pristine rivers and lakes.  

Western Massachusetts includes the headwaters of five major
rivers including the Westfield, Deerfield, Housatonic, Hoosic,
and Farmington. This region is also the source of pure
drinking water for many downstream cities, including
Springfield, Holyoke, and Northampton. The region also is the
heart of the state’s $1 billion per year forest industry, with
sawmills and other forest businesses spread across the region.

W e s t e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  a n d    
B e r k s h i r e  L a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  S u m m a r y

The nearly 30,000 acres or 47 square miles recently protected
in this region represents nearly 3% of the entire 1,100,000-acre
region. A great network of local, statewide, and national non-
profit conservation organizations played critical roles in pre-
serving many landscapes throughout the region.

It is the goal of EOEA agencies and their non-profit partners to
strive to conserve large core areas and river corridors of open
space in the region to support a vibrant forest, agricultural and
tourist economies, protect present and future water supplies, and
protect the wide variety of habitats and species. In addition to
working with landowners in the region, EOEA is also working
through its Watershed Initiative program to assist towns in the
Deerfield and Westfield watersheds to complete local open
space plans which map out local conservation projects and
qualify towns for Self-Help grants.
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M I C A  M I L L  T R A C T ,
H U L L - P E C K  P R O J E C T  
DFWELE • Chester •  812 acres • CR • $271,700

When Bill Hull of Hull Forest Partners purchased 34 tracts of
working forestland totaling more than 7,000 acres from the
heirs of the Peck Lumber Company, the New England Forestry
Foundation (NEFF) worked with Mr. Hull to find buyers of
CRs on his newly acquired timberland. This effort came to be
known as the Hull-Peck Timberlands Protection Project.
DFWELE, DEM, and several non-profit, federal, municipal,
and foundation partners purchased CRs on most of the 34
tracts, permanently protecting them from development. With
NEFF’s assistance, Mr. Hull also sold CRs on nearly 1,100
acres of land he had already owned.  EOEA agencies con-
tributed more than $2,000,000 to the $3,400,000 total cost of
the project. 

The Mica Mill Tract in Chester, with 5,240 feet of frontage on
the West Branch of the Westfield River, was the largest tract of
land protected through the unique Hull-Peck Project.
DFWELE acquired a CR on the 812-acre Mica Mill Tract in
June of 2000. The Mica Mill tract is directly across the
Westfield River from DEM’s 2,300-acre Chester-Blandford
State Forest and had been actively managed for timber harvest-
ing by Peck Lumber Company since 1989. In all, the Hull-Peck
Project protected more than 8,000 acres of forestland in 18
towns in western and central Massachusetts.  

The Hull-Peck properties contain productive forest soils,
diverse plant communities and wildlife habitats, scenic vistas,
and many types of wetland resources. In addition, the proper-
ties share over 17 miles of boundaries with previously protect-
ed lands and protect over eight miles of frontage on the
Westfield River and its tributaries. The Westfield River is one
of only two rivers in Massachusetts designated as federally pro-
tected under the Wild and Scenic River Program, and is the
state’s only regenerating atlantic salmon habitat. The Hull-Peck
lands will be maintained in active forest resource management,
helping to support the local economies, and will be available
for traditional public use.  
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S W A N N  
DFWELE • Stockbridge • 701 acres • Fee • $1,135,000

DFWELE acquired the Swann property in fee in June of 2001.
Lying along the Stockbridge-Great Barrington line, the Swann
acquisition totaled over 700 acres of important and varied habi-
tat. The property contains a rich riparian corridor and flood-
plain forest, large amounts of nesting habitat, calcareous seep-
age swamp supporting unique plant species, and rugged upland
areas with calcareous rock outcroppings. The large size of the
property, its proximity to existing DFWELE, DEM, and TTOR
holdings, and the unique habitat it supports combine to make
the Swann property one of the most important acquisitions for
DFWELE in the last decade.  

The Swann acquisition lies within the Taconic Range region.
The Taconic Range, and especially its adjacent valleys, pro-
vides important habitat for rare species. A recent study by
DFWELE found that while the majority of land in Berkshire
County above 2,500 feet in elevation is protected, less than one
quarter of the land below 1,500 feet is protected, and it is in
these lower elevation valleys that more than 100 rare species live.
The Swann acquisition adds protection to this strategically
important area.

A Y R H I L L  F A R M  
DFA • Adams, Cheshire • 393 acres • APR • $930,000

The Ayrhill Farm is the cornerstone of a large and economical-
ly viable block of farms in the upper Hoosic Valley in the
northwest corner of the state. This property affords some of
Berkshire County’s most spectacular views. The farm has been
meticulously kept as a vibrant dairy farm and is an important
part of the local economy. The nearly 400-acre farm also serves
as a scenic backdrop to the valley and is an important part of
the character of this region.

The Berkshire Natural Resources Council (BNRC) played a
key role in the protection of this important farm. BNRC
acquired an APR on the farm and held it to re-sell to DFA in
two phases. BNRC also acquired an APR on an adjacent farm
at a cost of $88,000 to add to the protection offered by the
Ayrhill Farm APR.
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K R U T I A K / D E E R F I E L D
R I V E R  P R O T E C T I O N   
DEM • Florida • 393 acres • Fee • $355,000

DEM acquired approximately 393 acres of land located on the
Deerfield River in Florida from the Krutiak family in May of
1999. This parcel has nearly 7,000 feet of frontage on the
Deerfield River, within an area designated as rare wetland
wildlife habitat. The acquisition helped to protect floodplain
forest and wetlands ecosystems along the river’s edge. The
upland portion of the Krutiak parcel has the potential for many
recreational uses. With the uplands protected, the viewshed
enjoyed by the many kayakers, rafters, and canoeists who pad-
dle the river each year will be preserved. High elevations in the
interior of the property provide beautiful scenic vistas of the
river valley and views of the surrounding Berkshire mountain
range. In the future, DEM hopes to acquire a 30-acre adjacent
parcel that will establish a physical link between Mohawk Trail
State Forest and the Deerfield River.

In addition to the Krutiak acquisition, DEM worked to protect
additional properties along the Deerfield River. In 2001, DEM
acquired a CR on 2,618 acres along the river owned by Pacific
Gas and Electric. After several years of negotiation over the 
re-licensing of hydropower facilities on and along the Deerfield
River, a settlement agreement was reached between environ-
mental groups and the New England Power Company (now
called Pacific Gas and Electric) to grant CRs to DEM along
nearly 16 miles of the river in the towns of Monroe, Rowe,
Florida, Charlemont, Buckland, Conway, and Deerfield.
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